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Small Animal Out-Patient Clinic is maintained at headquarters. Clinic Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 A.M. to 4p.m.; Saturday, 9 « 
to 11:30 A.M. by appointment only. During July and August the Clinic will not be open on Saturday. 
Pine Ridge Cemetery for Small Animals and Pine Ridge Home of Rest for Horses are maintained at 238 Pine Street, Dedham, Arthur W. Fos 


Superintendent. Arrangements for burials, including cremations, may be made at League headquarters. 
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MEMBERSHIP FEES 
FORM OF BEQUEST 


Late Cae eee id aS ie! siete $100.00 in one payment 
. To the ANIMAL Rescue LEAGUE OF Boston: 
Supporting........-.++-eeee reese 25.00 annually 
ait I give, devise and bequeath the sum of. ..- +--+ +5050 

Contributing. ......-.+--seeeee:: 10.00 annually ‘ 

: dollars, and the real estate situated at No.....----+++e+ "> 
ep cen ans Genes? Heke ae? * ! 200 annually Street, in the city (or town) Of. ..----e+errrtrerr te 
Se EATE S500 sv. 5 sm acplareys) 8 aes 2.00 annually 
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HEADLINE COMMENT 


ONE OF THE MAIN OBJECTIVES of the International Society for the Protection 
of Animals is to bring home to the people of the world the moral obligation 
resting upon any civilized community to see that all animals, domesticated 
and wild, are protected from cruelty and afforded relief from suffering. 

The increasing range of ISPA activities has been great since its incorpora- 
tion only nine years ago, but the demands made upon ISPA grow daily. 
Recently, Field Officer John Walsh of ISPA’s Boston office, returned from a 
trip to South America. He reports many problems that need the immediate 
attention of ISPA. Foremost among these are humane slaughter of meat 

zis: transport of animals; a program to control rabies; humane education; 
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Sir. Ve aish is returning to South America in March at which time he will 


fe aatrites i Brazil in an attempt to demonstrate and set up a 
Ree ay Ste. Se REE AES Fe for that COUNnTrY 


See pee ee eee oe Ai. WV aaish and ISPA’s Chief Administra Lon. 

oS ee MARIS See Ra Begs, Ses iS eee aes Seta A AY ee: Fs sete ee Ls ar 
Boe tee eas Sees SESS RE mere 2 Gam, similar to the one 
oe weet “hae resaiec @2 “tf )oeration (wamba.” is due to flood this 


satrumer. The Venezuelan government already has asked if ISPA will act as 


ue consultant for this rescue mission. 


s¢ and other activities will seriously strain ISPA’s financial resources. 
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if you believe in these things —in humanity and cooperation, then you can 


help a your contributions. It will keep you in touch with the world scene of 
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ments in this movement since its inception in 1824. 
Donations may be sent to the International Society for the Protection 
of Animals, P.O. Box 265, Boston, Massachusetts 02117. 
C.E.B. 
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ANNUAL REPOR 


February 1, 1967 — January 31, 1968 


Gia PAST YEAR has been an eventful and satisfying 
one for the Animal Rescue League of Boston. ‘There 
have been the usual rescues of animals in distress, a large 
number of dog and cat adoptions, continued progress in 
the fields of humane education and livestock conservation 
and encouraging developments in other areas of service 
provided to and for animals. Our new shelter at Brewster 
on Cape Cod was completed and opened for operation 
on December 17 and has opened new horizons for the 
League’s work on the Lower Cape. A new fleet of animal 
ambulances, equipped with air conditioning and two- 
way radio, went into service at League headquarters 
in Boston. Added holding space for an increasing number 
of animals was installed in available space at the Boston 


ANNUAL 


shelter, thus easing a growing problem. 

Our cover photo of a mare and her foal taken at 
the University of New Hampshire is a striking example 
of horses which are well-cared for and receive the atten- 
tion due them. But it does point up the problem of less 
fortunate foals which are the unwanted by-product of 
the pregnant mare urine farms. This is a problem to 
which the League’s Livestock Conservation Department 
has given much serious attention this year. 

It is not always possible to dramatize the League’s 
work, but in the pages which follow by word and picture 
we will try to illustrate the various services which are 
routinely handled by an animal protective society like 
ours. We hope you find them interesting. 


MEETING 


Animal Rescue League of Boston 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17,1965 e 


2:30 P.M. 


Auditorium, League Headquarters, Corner Tremont and Arlington Streets 


Our Guest Speaker Will Be RUTHERFORD T. PHILLIPS 


Executive Director, The American Humane Association, Denver, Colorado 


SPECIAL EVENT: — PRESENTATION OF HUMANE HEROISM AWARD 


Please Come And Bring A Friend With You 
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The League again provided its famed Christmas Dinner for 


Horses, a tradition it inaugurated 54 years ago. Here, two 

ponies, Smoky and Dusty, call at League headquarters to 

receive their goodies from Agent Brenton MacKinnon as 
Ronnie Calia of Jamaica Plain looks on. 


INSPECTION, INVESTIGAT! 


.HE INSPECTION and Investigation Department has 


‘sed with activity this year and has been fortunate 
1g able to add Richard Flaherty as a new Inspector 
stat. We are pleased with the work he has done 
training Continues with courses in Law Enforce- 

* Northeastern University. 
daily work of our Inspectors is a varied and 
“2ing experience. To some extent certain types of 
ato one of several general catagories. The com- 
zat lack of shelter in the winter and exposure 
the summer are seasonal. Then there are the 
“plaints concerning dogs in connection with 
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our Dog Officer work for the City of Boston. Still others 
involve the neglect of animals due to ignorance and 
apathy, which can usually be corrected by pointing out 
the shortcomings to the owner or keeper. Some are the 
result of wanton cruelty and require forceful action by 
both the Inspector and other officials. Such cases may 
require court action. 

It becomes apparent that the qualities of a good 
humane Inspector must be numerous and flexible. He 
must understand human nature and be able to talk with 
all types of people on a level they can understand. He 

(Continued on next page) 
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must have a sound knowledge of all types of animals and 
be able to evaluate their needs in a specific situation. 
A thorough understanding of the law and how it should 
be applied is a vital quality. He must see that the welfare 
of the animal is safeguarded, but he must be aware of the 
rights of the humans involved. 

He is a policeman, a social worker, a guardian of 
the animals, a livestock inspector, a dog officer and a 
salesman of kindness, but in all of these roles, he is a 
humane educator. For it is through this means that the 
most lasting results are obtained. 

Complaints come from many sources and in Febru- 
ary one came from a Health Inspector in Boston. A 
woman was reported to be operating a pet shop in a 
filthy condition. When Inspector Walter Robinson 
visited the store he found 23 dogs in the building. They 
were receiving food and water but sanitation was poor 
and cages were crowded. This was especially true for 
the puppies housed in the basement. A warning was 
issued to the owner to correct these conditions by In- 
spector Robinson. He then went to the local police 
station and learned that the woman did not have a 
kennel license to operate such a business. Our Inspector 
worked cooperatively with representatives from the 
Police, Health Department and the Building Inspector’s 
office. During this time he kept a careful watch on 
conditions at the pet shop. Circumstances remained 
unchanged and the pet shop owner was presented in 
court for operating a kennel without a license. By the 
time of the court hearing, the woman had disposed of 
the dogs and moved out of the building. This brought 
about a dismissal of the case by the court, but the welfare 
of the animals was insured. 

A rather unusual case came to light when a local 
newspaper ran an article about two teenage brothers 
and their surgery experiments on hamsters. The article 
told of the team of “‘surgeons” performing two kidney 
removals and their plans for future operations. This 
prompted a visit by Inspectors Robinson and Flaherty 
to the boys’ home. They met with the boys and their 
parents and inspected the boys’ attic laboratory. They 
found eight hamsters, all in good condition and well cared 
for, two of which had recovered from prior operations. 
Since the boys displayed a remarkable interest in and 
knowledge of animals, a long conference with both the 
boys and their parents was held, resulting in an agree- 
ment that the laboratory would be disbanded and the 
boys’ interest in animals would be redirected to an ac- 
tivity that would more properly suit their age and edu- 
cational level. 

A newspaper clipping that was mailed to the League 
brought about another investigation. This article re- 
ported the launching of a program to eliminate rats 


from a town dump in a suburban town near Boston. 
The writer of the letter which accompanied the clipping 
was concerned for the welfare of other animals in the 
area which might be accidentally poisoned in the process. 

An Inspector visited the dump and observed the 
technique being used and then talked with officials of 
the local Health Department and the exterminating 


-company. It was apparent that appropriate safeguards 


were being employed and other animal life protected. 
The measures used to eliminate the rats were in accord 
with standards of State and Federal agencies and the 
local officials indicated their willingness to cooperate 
with any suggestions of our Inspector. 

At Easter a department store used a promotional: 
technique that met with our severe disapproval. It gave 
away baby chicks in lots of six to any customer who would 
take them. In addition they sold two pounds of chick 
feed for 39 cents. We were further shocked by the magni- 
tude of this venture when we learned that the store had 
purchased 10,000 chicks for this purpose. The inhumane 
problem that results from this practice is due to the 
mutilation of the chicks by children who know no better, 
and the suffering brought on by the lack of proper 
facilities to care for these delicate birds in the average 
home. 

League inspectors voiced our objection to the local 
store manager and League officials registered a formal 
protest to the management of the home office of the de- 
partment store chain. We hope that adverse publicity 
and the League’s objections will prevent a recurrence of 
this problem. 

When the Inspectors are not busy with investiga- 
tions, they are engaged in inspection of every possible 
place where animals are used or housed. These include 
pet shops, kennels, riding stables, slaughter houses, 
livestock auctions, fairs, farms and zoos. 

This past Christmas marked the 54th year of the 
annual Christmas dinners for horses, a tradition for 
which the League has become widely known. Our In- 
spectors once again had the happy task of delivering 
over 400 dinners to horses in eastern Massachusetts. 
Several warm horse blankets were also distributed to 
the most needy horses. 

A constant vigil against rabies has been kept by our 
Quarantine Department throughout the year. This 
Department has the task of examining and quarantining 
all animals reported to have bitten anyone in the City of 
Boston. Following this, the Inspector is required to make 
a second visit to examine the animal at the end of ter 
days and release the quarantine, providing no symptom: 
of rabies have developed. We are happy to report again 
this year that not a single case of rabies was found, eve» 
though it was necessary to quarantine 2,224 animals. 
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LOST AND FOUND 


» THE BASIC FUNCTION and interest of our Lost and 
Found Department is the restoration of lost pets to their 
rightful owners. 

You need only to spend a few hours in this Depart- 
ment to learn the vital importance of knowing where 
your pet is at all times and the absolute necessity of hav- 
ing your dog wear adequate and current identification. 
This very important requirement can be easily met by 
a dog license. Other types of identification tags are help- 
cul, but the license tag is abolutely essential. 

First of all, the law in Massachusetts requires that 
2ll dogs over three months of age wear this license tag. 
It is also unlawful for anyone to remove such a tag from 
> licensed dog. We would like to point out that a dog 
cag is virtually useless if the dog is not wearing it. It is 
2mazing how many people will report their dog missing, 
2nd when asked if he is licensed will say, ‘““Yes, but he 

>st his tag,” or, “He never goes out of our yard so his 
zag is in the desk drawer.”’ The obvious advantage to the 
-og and his owner is the fact that anyone may easily 
-sace the owner of a licensed dog and thereby effect his 
srompt return. There is no happier sight than the reun- 
, of a lost pet and its owner. 
Another situation that increases the difficulty of 
-rning a lost dog is the owner who moves to a new 
and does not promptly obtain a license in this 
-slity, It is also extremely important to leave a for- 


-ding address with your former post office. How dis- - 


~cinting it is to think you have located the owner 


f ed, left no forwarding address’. In spite of these 
sther obstacles, our Lost and Found Department 


works diligently to exhaust every means of identification 
found on a Jost pet. We normally first try to contact an 
owner by telephone. If this is not effective, a letter is 
written to their most recent address known to us. Certified 
mail is usually employed for this purpose. 

Recently a Basset Hound wearing a St. Louis, 
Missouri, rabies tag was returned to its owner through 
the efforts of our staff. The Humane Society of Missouri 
was able to obtain the name and address of the owner as 
listed in the St. Louis records and an advertisement in a 
Boston newspaper located the owner who had recently 
moved to Massachusetts. A certified letter was also sent 
to St. Louis to cover every possible means of contacting 
the owner. 

A similar situation resulted when a woman in 
Boston found a poodle wearing a Providence, Rhode 
Island, dog license tag. Again, the family had just moved 
to Boston and the dog easily became lost in the strange 
surroundings. A Terrier from Dade County, Florida, was 
traced and returned from information on a rabies tag, 
and two Boxers with New Hampshire license tags were 
returned to a woman who had all but given up hope of 
ever finding them. In each instance a local license had 
not been obtained when the owners came to live in the 
Boston area. 

Dogs and cats are not the only lost animals that come 
to our shelter. The Boston Police brought in a half grown 
pig that was found roaming the MBTA trolley tracks. 
Oddly enough, the pig was never claimed, and he was 
placed on a farm where he is receiving proper Care and 
cannot roam trolley tracks. 

Three guinea pigs were found abandoned in an 
apartment in Mattapan. The owner of these animals 
was never located and they too were placed in a good 
home. 

A stray white rabbit wearing a brown collar was 
found on Beacon Street in Boston. Nearly 10 days went 
by and no word was received about anyone losing a 
white bunny. This seemed strange, because very few 
people keep pet rabbits on Beacon Street and his disap- 
pearance would seem to be apparent to anyone who 
owned him. Finally a woman came in all excited because 
she had looked everywhere for her rabbit which she 
kept as a house pet. It finally dawned on her that he 
might have been picked up as a Stray. 

May we sum up the story of Lost and Found by 
reminding everyone to keep track of your pet’s where- 
abouts and be sure your dog wears a proper license tag. 

Should your pet become lost, do not delay in con- 
tacting our Lost and Found Department in addition to 
notifying all local dog officers in your immediate area. 

Remember the League’s advertisement in the news- 
papers and “Don’t give up, your pet won't.” 
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COLLECTION 
SERVICE 


b> THE sIX ANIMAL AMBULANCES of our Collection Service 
at Headquarters have traveled a combined total of 
97,327 miles on their thousands of calls to bring aid and 
help to unwanted, stray, sick, disabled and injured 
animals. 

Many of the calls might be termed routine, but each 
has its own set of circumstances that makes it unique, 
while still others are a bit out of the ordinary. 

A rather unusual call for help came in last March 
from the Broad Meadows Junior High School in Quincy. 
It seems that a baby porpoise had found its way into a 
shallow creek near the school and was stranded. 

Students at the school had fished the porpoise, 
whom they named “Harry,” out of the creek and did not 
know what to do next. An alert teacher put in a distress 
call to the League and Agent Ted Jewett was dispatched 
to the scene by radio. “Harry” was brought to the League 
where he was examined and then placed in a large tub 
of cold water. He was found to be suffering from only 
superficial cuts, but his body was overheated and he 
seemed to be exhausted. 

After a few hours, the cold water lowered his body 
temperature and “Harry” was once again an active 
little porpoise. Late the same day, two League employees 
transported “Harry” to Boston Harbor where he was 
released to return to his natural environment. The last 
that was seen of “Harry” was his tail waving thanks as 
he dove deep into the waters of Boston Harbor. 

Shortly after Easter, the father of seven children 
called to request we pick up 91 baby chicks. Just before 
Easter, he and his seven children had visited a local store 
that was giving away boxes of six chicks to any customer 
who wanted them. As a result, each child had taken a 
number of boxes of chicks and created the impossible 
task of properly caring for them due to their obvious 
lack of a brooder and other necessary facilities for the 
raising of baby chicks. Fortunately, we were able to 
place the chicks with a farmer who was set up to house 
and care for them. Our Inspection Department took 
steps to keep such a problem from occurring again by 
talking with the management of the store. 
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The plight of a dog on the Longfellow Bridge in 
Boston was reported by a number of callers in April. 
This pup had somehow found his way onto a ledge from 
which he could not escape. The ledge was about 40 feet 
down from the top of the bridge and nearly 30 feet up 
from the water of the Charles River. With the help of 
the MDG Police, Agents Camfora and Lewis were able 
to lower a man over the side of the bridge with a rope 
and saddle and rescue this very frightened and bewildered 
dog. How the dog managed to get into this predicament 
is still a mystery and is one of the things that makes the 
life of our agents interesting as well as exciting at times. 

A very distraught Boston housewife called for help 
one day when she discovered her puppy had managed to 
get his head caught in a small hole in the back of her 
gas stove. A few minutes later, a League agent arrived, 
lubricated the pup’s head and neck with cooking oil, 
turned the little fellow upside down and lifted him free. 
The owner later called League Headquarters again to 
express the thanks of herself and the puppy. 

Another day, the Boston Highway Department 
called for assistance in rescuing a kitten that had fallen 
through the grate of a storm sewer. The Highway De- 
partment removed the grate for our agent and the kitten 
was lifted out and returned to a happy owner who had 
appeared on the scene. 

We also have had a great many calls to remove cats 
from all sorts of trees. Last Fall the League purchased 
a tree climber’s rope and saddle, and this equipment has 
been instrumental in the successful rescue of a number of 
these cats. 

Early this winter, a Brookline woman called to re- 
quest help in catching several domestic ducks from a 
small pond. The ducks were beginning to suffer from the 
cold weather but could not be approached close enough 
to be caught by hand. Agent William Lewis equipped 
with a long handled net and boots was successful in 
making the capture after several hours’ work. The family’s 
appreciation was later expressed in the form of a Life 
Membership in the League. 

January saw the discovery of an oil-soaked swan on 
the beach in Charlestown. The distressed bird was 
picked up by a League agent and brought to the 
League’s shelter. There he was given a thorough washing 
with a mild detergent. Then Fuller’s Earth was rubbed 
into his feathers to remove any remaining particles of 
oil that had been missed by the detergent. The Fuller’s 
Earth was brushed out and the swan was fed and kept 
warm in a heated cage. The treatment was successful 
and the swan was transferred to the Franklin Park Zoo 


for extended care and housing. 

When oil is removed from disabled water fowl, it 
is necessary to keep him confined for several months until 
he has gone through a molt and acquired new feathers. 
This is because the treatment also removes the natural 
oils of the feather and makes the bird liable to elements of 
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.e weather and they are unable to float. 


League Agent Ted Jewett patrolling a South Shore beach 
looking for oil-soaked ducks. Dark spots on the ice are oil 
patches left by a high tide. 


At this writing, the swan is making excellent progress 


2t the zoo. 
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This case occurred only a few days before the de- 


‘lopment of a major problem created by an oil tanker 
‘ling gallons of bunker oil just off the South Shore - 
aches. Reports started coming in from private citizens, 


lice departments, Coast Guard stations and wildlife 


-rvices that oil-soaked ducks were disabled and washing 


the beaches. Inspectors Walter Robinson and 


Michard Flaherty, as well as Agents Ted Jewett and 
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Agent Jewett can be seen here with two of the many oil-soaked 
ducks he and other members of the League staff picked up 
on the beaches of the South Shore. Note the contamination on 
the ducks which must be cleaned in order to save their lives. 


William Lewis conducted a joint beach patrol and pick- 
up of these pathetic birds. 


The same clean-up treatment described for the swan 


was administered by our shelter staff, headed by assistant 
kennelmaster Harold Wood. In addition to this, it was 
necessary to force feed most of the ducks. 


All of the live ducks collected did not survive due 


to their poor condition and exposure, but the majority 
were transferred to the zoo. 


Whether simple, complex or oily, our agents are 


always available to come to the aid of animals in distress. 
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LEAGUE OPENS NEW BREWSTER SHELTER 


» THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE of Boston held an Open 
House on Sunday, December 17, 1967, at its new Cape 
Cod Branch on Route 6A in East Brewster. Some 400 
people visited the bright and cheerful shelter to stroll 
through its indoor kennel area and look at the many 
animals quartered there. The guests were greeted by 
League President, Dr. Carlton E. Buttrick, and Mrs. 
Buttrick, and Agent Donald Westover and Mrs. Westover 
who will manage the Branch and live in the Cape Cod 
cottage on the property. Punch and cookies were served 
by Miss Luciana Santos. 

The opening of the Brewster shelter also heralded 
the close of the League’s facilities in Provincetown. 
However, League officials are firmly convinced that we 
can now better serve the needs of pets and owners on 
the Lower Cape. In fact this already is being demon- 
strated by the increased number of animals handled and 
the setting of new highs in the monthly adoption of pets. 

Friends are cordially invited to drop in and visit 
this new shelter. Mr. or Mrs. Westover will be happy to 
provide a personal tour and answer your questions. 
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Some of the 400 people who visited the 

League’s new shelter on the occasion of its 

Open House are pictured here in the spic- 
and-span new kennel area. 
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These two wistful-looking kittens were in 
our new shelter on opening day, but before 
the day was over both had been adopted 


into new homes. 
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| Mrs. Donald Westover {rt.} says, ‘‘Good- 
i bye” to a League dog a visitor adopted 
during the afternoon of Open House. 
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PET PLACEMENT 


p> THE PET PLACEMENT DEPARTMENT has worked faith- 


fully to carry out its function to place healthy, friendly 


pets in homes where they will receive the care, attention 
and love of a good home. 

The reward of seeing a happy, new owner and their 
frisky, excited pet travel homeward is indeed a gratifying 
experience for all of our staff. However, we are even 
further encouraged in our work by the many fine letters 
that come in throughout the year telling of the joyous 
experiences and satisfaction both owner and pet have 
enjoyed. We are grateful also for the many kind com- 
ments about our facilities and staff. 

We would like to share just a few of these letters 
with our readers. 


‘““Keary seems to be well adjusted. We are very pleased. 
She is so intelligent, well-behaved and affectionate. We 
are very happy with her. The Animal Rescue League is 
doing a marvelous job.” 


“\WVe are very pleased with our new pup and I think he 
is pleased with us. He is very good with our 1% year old 
boy and has given us no trouble at all. I think your or- 
ganization is doing a tremendous jol) and hope it con- 
tinues to do so.” 


“The adjustment between pup and family and family 
and pup is very remarkable. Having just returned our 
first dog, sorrowfully after 11 years, this pup is receiving 
more than the full care and love accorded the first 
member of our family, and by her actions and devotion, 
she knows it and shows it. We would like to thank every- 
one concerned for the privilege of allowing us to bring 
another ray of sunshine into our home and lives. P. S. 
—I personally would like to thank all the members of 
the staff—the switchboard operators, the young man at 
the receiving desk, and most especially the young gentle- 
man in the adoption kennel and the charming young 
lady at the placement desk, for their very kind, efficient 
and wonderful consideration given to me.” 


“Our dog is well adjusted to his new home. I have no 

suggestion. I found your service to be complete and well 
sges Pp 

organized. Keep up the fine standard.” 


“Our dog is extremely well adjusted and a source of 
delight and comfort. My whole family agrees. Your 
service is tremendous. We enclose herein our check for 
association membership. Wish it were more.” 


“We sincerely feel that we went to the best possible place 
to find an animal for our son. Cindy came to us as a well- 
fed, well cared for, clean little dog who is in love with 
the whole world—and we’re in love with her. There was 


if 


RPE Tia Deere 


Three little puppies which found their way into new homes. 


no ‘“‘adjustment”—she was and felt to be a member of 
the family as soon as she walked in the door. We will be 
in touch with you again as soon as it is time for her to 
be spayed and thank and commend you for the fine work 
you have done.” 


“My name is Tiger although everyone seems to call me 
‘Psst’. My motto is ‘always leave ’em laughing.’ My 
new mother had a dog waiting to play with me and three 
children with perfectly marvelous toys and soft beds to 
curl up in. I also love my new father. When he sleeps 
he purrs very loudly and I cuddle up to him. I love my 
new home very much and hope you can place more of 
my friends and relatives in homes where they are loved 
in return as well as I.” 


“The dog adopted by me on October 17, 1967 has 
heen fine and healthy. My mother and I love her dearly 
and are more than pleased with how well she has turned 
out. (House broken in two weeks, gained 10 pounds, 
second teeth all in etc.) I am enclosing the Certificate of 
Spaying for your records. I realize that I am supposed to 
have $5.00 returned when I submit this to you; however, 
I should rather have the Animal Rescue League of Boston 
keep the money and put it to further good work of your 
wonderful organization. Thank you for providing such 
a happy, alert, and smart puppy for us. I shall recommend 
your adoption agency to any potential dog owner.” 


“We are all very happy with our adopted dog. She is 
very happy and completely adjusted to us and our home. 
She is lovable, affectionate, playful and adorable. She 
is good, well-behaved, and partly housebroken. She 
doesn’t cry at night and plays by herself when left in 
her enclosed yard—or in a separate room in the house. 
We are very pleased with her and all the service you 
have rendered us. Many thanks.” 
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A rubber band left on this dog’s neck caused this injury. 


SMALL ANIMAL CLINIC 


p> Iv Is AN UNFORTUNATE FACT that many animal patients 
are not seen by a veterinarian until enough time has 
elasped to see if it will get better without medical inter- 
vention, or perhaps after some old medicine used in a 
previous illness, or even on another pet has been tried to 
no avail. Very often the result of such delay is a marked 
worsening of the pet’s condition: tissue damage spread 
to surrounding area, body functions impaired, toxicity, 
or debility from infectious diseases with loss of appetite, 
weight and interest. 

In many instances economic factors play some part 
in the decision to procrastinate in seeking professional 
help for the ailing pet. For several reasons this position 
seems unjustifiable. It is actually far less expensive to 
make a visit to the veterinarian promptly upon discovery 
of a problem, or even if there is a suspicion of possible 
trouble. 

It is far easier to reverse illness if the animal is seen 


as soon as symptoms present themselves. If exposure to - 


‘nfectious disease has occurred, a booster inoculation may 
sften prevent illness altogether, and is far less expensive 
‘han treating the animal through a long illness. Fluid 
‘oss and resultant dehydration can be prevented by 
»rompt diagnosis of cause and treatment of diarrhea 
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and/or vomiting. Resistance to disease can be kept 
higher by eliminating any intestinal parasites which may 
be present. ; 

How much less expensive to visit the veterinarian 
once or twice than the seemingly endless visits necessary 
after the animal has become debilitated from the inroads 
of disease organisms, poor appetite or dehydration from 
prolonged diarrhea. Besides the greatly increased cost 
of medication and treatment the animal’s chance of 
recovery is reduced and, at any rate, much slower. If 
hospitalization is not required at this point, it usually 
means much time is necessary for nursing care and special 
foods to induce an appetite in a pet which does not want 
to eat. 

So much for the benefits of prompt treatment. There 
are preventive measures which are well worth the money 
they might cost, especially in the animal’s well-being. 

Though vaccination is not one hundred percent 
effective, it is so nearly so that all puppies and kittens 
should receive them to protect against infectious diseases 
such as canine distemper and hepatitis, leptospirosis, 
feline enteritis and feline pneumonitis. Rabies vaccine is 
advisable especially in endemic areas, Puppies can start 
their immunization program at eight weeks of age and 
kittens at three months (or sometimes younger, depend- 
ing on the procedure used by the veterinarian). 

Since intestinal parasites can impair an animal’s re- 
sponse to vaccine as well as weaken its resistance to 
disease, a stool check should be run on the young pet to 
determine possible infestation. Often parasites are passed 
from the dam to the offspring while they are quite young 
(round worms may be passed before birth) and therefore 
have much less resistance to the resultant damage. This 
could be prevented by having the mother checked for 
intestinal parasites and treated if necessary before or 
shortly after breeding. Cleanliness in the environment 
is of prime importance. Worming should never be at- 
temped for an ill or debilitated animal except on the 
advice and under the direction of a veterinarian. 

Proper diet from the beginning of a pet’s life can 
often forestall frequent visits to the hospital, since the 
result is a healthier animal, more resistant to parasites 
and infections. 

One preventive measure which can not only save 
the owner’s pocketbook but keep the pet more com- 
fortable and happy is the regular check of the animal’s 
skin for external parasites and lesions. Regular use of 
flea powder or spray during warm months is far more 
effective than the frantic effort to eliminate the pests 
from the animal and premises once they become es- 
tablished. A clean, healthy skin will probably never be 
a source of itching and torment, which causes the animal 
to multilate itself, especially in the summer, if the 
owner will take the necessary precautions. 
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LIVESTOCK 


CONSERVATION 


B® THE LEAGUE’S LIVESTOCK Conservation Department 
specializes in the alleviation of suffering of our large, 
edible meat-animals, primarily sheep, hogs, beef and 
dairy cattle. However, many Cases concerning poultry, 
wild animals and birds were corrected during the past 
year. 

Yet, the great amount of time outside of the edible 
meat-animal area was spent on horses. Because of the 
horse population explosion there is constant need for 
correction and education in the field of horse manage- 
ment. The Animal Rescue League of Boston is a leader 
in the field of horse management education. Through 
‘ts Livestock Conservation Department an extremely in- 
formative folder was prepared concerning the “Orphan 
Foal.’ This pamphlet explains the correct method of 
caring for and raising of the often neglected foal which 
is an unwanted by-product of the Pregnant Mare Urine 
Farms. Requests for this pamphlet have come in from 
throughout the United States and Canada. In many 
cases additional requests have followed for more copies 
or permission to reproduce the entire leaflet. The Live- 
stock Conservation Director is willing and anxious to 
discuss orphan foal management with groups, or even 
individuals, in the hope of alleviating suffering in this 
field. 

The League’s program of “Careful Handling of 
Livestock” is conducted throughout the New England 
states mainly by the Livestock Conservation Director. 
He works through State Departments of Agriculture, 
Land Grant Colleges, 4-H and Vocational Agriculture 
Groups. He also works with the Grange, Farm Bureau, 
agriculture fairs, farm shows and humane organizations, 
and he acts as the League’s agent in disseminating edu- 
cation on careful handling of livestock to these groups. 
Nor are commercial! businesses such as auctions, meat 
packers, stockyards, farms and other segments of the 
livestock industry where live animals are found, neglected. 

This Department also publishes a monthly release 
during the academic year dealing with current topics on 
livestock agriculture. Thus thousands of people are in- 
fluenced to handle their animals with greater care and 
to observe humane handling practices. 

We are sincerely grateful for the kind support of our 
many friends who believe in careful and humane han- 
dling of livestock. We plan to strive for even greater 
accomplishments, realizing that many of our readers 
will continue to support us in our drive for “Carefu! 
Handling of Livestock.” 


A well-cared-for foal with its mother photographed at the 
University of New Hampshire in Durham. 
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Boys and girls at the Brother Buzz Summer School learn about 


Boston’s Mounted Police — and even get a ride. 


HUMANE EDUCATION 


> Not long ago the League received a letter from the 
Chief Education Officer of the Ministry of Education, 
Health and Social Affairs in St. Lucia. To refresh our 
memories, St. Lucia, probably discovered by Columbus 
in 1502, is the largest of the British Windward Islands 
in the West Indies. The letter read: 


“The Ministry of Education in St. Lucia is develop- 
ing an audio-visual aids centre and should be grateful for 
any help which you can give to assist in the successful 
establishment of this venture. 

“Tt is hoped that the centre will provide resource 
material to assist the Teachers’ College and schools 
throughout St. Lucia in making use of, as well as in de- 
veloping material to supplement teaching and facilitate 
learning. 

“At present, the availability of educational material 
in schools is severely limited, and we would appreciate 
any free equipment, films, filmstrips, charts, posters, 
tape recordings etc. which could enable us to develop 
the audio visual aids programme. 

“Thanking you in advance for any assistance which 


you can give to us. 
Chief Education Officer” 


This was just one of 890 requests for materials which 
the League’s Education Department acknowledged and 
sent to every state in this country, Canada and five 


other foreign countries. It is indicative not only of the - 


growing interest, worldwide, in humane education but 
also the status of the League in this field. 

Last year in these pages we referred to the TV 
series, “The Wonderful World of Brother Buzz,” a 
world peopled with animals, puppets and children. 
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When the series was shown locally over WGBH-TYV, the 
League agreed to assume responsibility for answering 
requests from children for membership in the Brother 
Buzz Club. We mentioned the overwhelming response 
from some 2,200 youngsters, and we can report continued 
interest this year as we received requests for club mem- 
bership from an additional 102 boys and girls who had 
seen the series on Channel 2. Another 110 membership 
requests came from young people in New Hampshire 
when WENH-TV ran the series in that state. Also, 
demand for the Brother Buzz film taken at the League’s 
own “Animal Friends Summer School” continues great. 

Yet, the League’s marionettes serve, as in years 
past, as our major educational undertaking. The League’s 
capable puppeteers, Miss Harriet Flannery and Mrs. 
Gloria Holbrook, took the message of kindness and under- 
standing to some 28,000 children in 58 Greater Boston 
public and parochial schools. Our puppets also performed 
at the Lucius Beebe Public Library, Wakefield; Boston 
School for the Deaf in Randolph; Heritage Training 
Center for Retarded Adults, Salem; Bridgewater State 
Teachers’ College; and St. Coletta’s School for Excep- 
tional Children. 

Perhaps the enrichment which our marionette 
program gives to people of all ages can be summed up 
by the following compilation of faculty remarks sub- 
mitted by the Assistant Principal of the John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy School in Jamaica Plain: 


“A delightful presentation suited for all levels—showed 
great preparation and imagination. The theme of un- 
selfishness and gratitude was excellent.” 


“The Puppeteers are very talented and know how to 
reach the minds and hearts of children in one of the 
most interesting manners I’ve ever observed. Each child 
in my class felt as if he had a part in the show.” 


“Just wonderful. Children were completely intrigued 
with the wonderful way in which the story was brought 
to life in backgrounds so realistic—even we grown-ups 
loved it. Wish we could have more!” 


But our education program did not stop here. The 
annual Be Kind to Animals Week was properly cele- 
brated with 500 posters and dog license reminders being 
sent to schools, libraries, hospitals and Girls and Boys 
Clubs. During the summer the third annual Brother 
Buzz Summer School was held at League headquarters 
for three weeks, while the Animal Friends Summer 
Project was conducted at Cataumet on Cape Cod. 

In addition to all of these activities, some 28 groups, 
comprising 769 children, visited the League, were shown 
educational animal films and toured the shelter and 
clinic. 

We believe all these efforts are well worth while. 
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DEDHAM BRANCH 


> THE DEDHAM BRANCH, oldest of the League’s branches, 
celebrated its 60th anniversary on April 22, 1967. For 
these sixty years the Branch has filled a need in the 
League’s over-all services for animals and pet owners. 
In her first annual message in 1900, our founder, Anna 
Harris Smith, emphasized the need for a country annex 
to take care of the overflow of healthy, small animals 
awaiting placement and first set forth the desirability 
of a ‘“‘Home of Rest for Horses.” 

Again in her 1906 report, Mrs. Smith said that it 
seems as though we should “‘secure, before the land near 
the city is any higher, the country annex we have been 
pleading for since we started, where our overflow of dogs, 
Home of Rest for Horses, a boarding place for animals, 
and possibly a crematory and burial place for small 
animals could all be combined.” 

This desire became a reality in 1907, when on April 
22 the League voted to buy the Chamberlain Farm in 


16 


Dedham. The 14-acre farm, later enlarged to 23 acres 
was christened Pine Ridge Home of Rest for Horses, 
and in August of that year was opened for service. Almost 
immediately one secluded section of the estate was set 
aside and designated as Pine Ridge Cemetery for Small 
Animals (the second pet cemetery in the United States 
and the first in the world to be operated by a humane 
organization) and before the end of the year ten burials 
had been made. 

In the intervening years since then, thousands of 
horses have received solace and care at Pine Ridge, and 
the cemetery has become nationally, yes! even inter- 
nationally known as a resting place for beloved pets of 
people in all walks of life. Today, the original need of a 
rest farm for horses has all but passed, but requests for 
space in the cemetery continue apace. 

In the peaceful seclusion of Pine Ridge the remains of 
over 3,000 devoted pets are interred, and it is a common 
sight to see visitors strolling through the cemetery 
grounds paying their respects to a departed, but remem- 
bered, loyal and faithful four-footed friend. Under the 
capable direction of the Superintendent, Arthur Foster, 
and his assistants, John Jenner and Ted Chamberlain, 
Pine Ridge always gives a neat appearance to its many 
visitors. Well-kept lawns and flower beds add a touch of 
color as do the flowering shrubs, particularly in the 
spring. Memorial Day sees many of the graves decorated 
with bouquets of flowers or wreaths, each adding a touch 
of beauty to a spot noted for its beautiful natural sur- 
roundings. 

Here at Pine Ridge, a place beloved by the League’s 
founder, the hopes and ideals which she early expressed 
continue to be carried out. 


SHELDON BRANCH 


p A.mosT DAILY our League staff is called upon to use 
its ingenuity, and Sherman Bates, Superintendent of 
our Sheldon Branch in Salem, is no exception. Over the 
past forty years as a League employee, Mr. Bates has 
made many rescues of animals from various predica- 
ments, so it was no great surprise to him when in De- 
cember a Swampscott resident phoned to report she was 
being bothered by noises in the chimney of her living 
room fireplace. 

Mr. Bates drove to the lady’s home and—sure 
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enough—a noise was coming from the chimney. Putting 
his head into the fireplace, Mr. Bates opened the chimney 
damper and was greeted by a raccoon staring solemnly 
at him. This was no great surprise to Mr. Bates either, 
but he was somewhat shocked when he flashed a light 
up the chimney to see four more raccoons looking curiously 
down at him. Using his experience, patience and his 
humane Ketch-All pole, Mr. Bates removed the five 
raccoons, all of which subsequently were released in the 
woods. 

Mr. Bates then showed the lady a low-hanging 
oranch over her roof and suggested she have a screen 
installed over her chimney. This is a simple precaution 
home owners are urged to take to save them the incon- 
venience of having animals or birds trapped in their 
chimneys. It also may save the animal from possible 
starvation or injury. 

Our Sheldon Branch was involved in another case 
taat had its lighter side. Early last year a call was re- 
ceived reporting an “injured bird of enormous size” in 
tne basin of North River. Agent William Bates was sent 
‘2 investigate and found a swan standing on the river 
sank. Nearby was a hamburger stand from which the 

‘an had been receiving handouts from the customers. 
spproaching the swan, Agent Bates couldn’t see any 
sible signs of injury, and as he got about five feet from 
> the swan took off, circled the hamburger stand and 
“ew out of sight. 

The next week Mr. Bates received another call about 
‘sarge, injured bird” in the amusement park at Salem 
Lows. Arriving at the Willows, Agent Bates saw his 

send of the previous week. This time the swan had 
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League shelter at its Sheldon Branch in Salem. 

Built in 1963, it has proved to be a valuable 

asset to the League’s activities on the North 
Shore. 


“settled in’’ next to a hot dog and hamburger emporium. 
There is no doubt but what this swan is a sly, old bird. 
As the months have gone by our “‘dying swan” has been 
playing a leading role at practically every refreshment 
stand on the North Shore—anywhere food was in abun- 
dance. 

Whoever said birds were dumb? 

These two tales hardly tell the story of the every- 
day care we administer to the animals coming to our 
attention. One of our pleasanter tasks is finding new 
homes for some of our shelter guests, and in the past 
year 434 pets were adopted. This year we will need 
literally hundreds of new homes for our unwanted ani- 
mals, so please tell your friends and neighbors of our 
Pet Placement Center at 378 Highland Avenue, Salem. 
We can promise them the faithfulness and undying loyalty 
of an exuberantly happy pet. 


CAPE COD BRANCH 


® Hicuiicntinc the League’s activities on Cape Cod 
was the construction and completion of our small- 
animal shelter in East Brewster. The formal opening 
took place on Sunday, December 17, an account of 
which appears elsewhere in this magazine. So 1967 was 
a year of transition, but an active one, too, in attending 
to the needs of our animal and bird friends. 

Let our Cape Agent, Donald Westover, tell of some 
of his thoughts and deeds during the past twelve months. 

“The year 1968 has started, and for the Chinese 
the Year of the Ram is over; and during the New Year 
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the Monkey will reign as Lord. The Animal Kingdom 
has a part in calendars as well as in our lives. 

““My wife Isobel and I are now very happily settled 
in our beautiful new quarters in East Brewster, but we 
will never forget our start in humane work back in July 
of 1955 at the then new shelter in Provincetown nor the 
twelve wonderful years we spent there. _ : 

““As we watched carefully the progress of the new 
animal shelter, every block and brick brought us closer 
to moving into our new home. At times it seemed as if 
progress was very slow and that we would never be able 
to move in. Then there were moments of sadness as we 
thought about our lives and our work in Provincetown. 
Yet we could see on the horizon a brighter glow, for in 
our new quarters we would be centrally located and of 
service to many more animal friends and be able to 
more quickly come to the aid of injured animals in a 
larger, more populated area. This thought alone brought 
us a great deal of happiness and helped us to cast aside 
the sadness we felt about leaving Provincetown and our 
many friends there. But I digress too much . . . on to 
our report for 1967 on our service to some thirteen or 
fourteen hundred animals with over eighteen thousand 
miles traveled on our so-called ‘little’ Cape Cod. 

“On Sunday, April 16th, we were alerted that large 
oil slicks were coming aground on the beaches in our 
area and that water fowl of all types were fast becoming 
covered with crude oil to the extent that many were 
dying of malnutrition, exposure and saturation, Being 
covered with oil is almost certain death for most birds 
because of their inability to fly, swim or keep their bodies 
warm; and, finally, pneumonia, starvation or liver 
poisoning take their toll. With the assistance of Inspector 
Richard Flaherty from the Boston office and several 
Job Corps boys we were able to rescue many birds but, 
unfortunately, I’m sorry to say, some were doomed to die 
even after rescue. 

“Space alone does not permit me to write enough 
on this subject. If the thoughtless people who pump bilge 
could realize what tragedy they cause to our water fowl 
population, one incident might be worth it; but, alas, 
they cannot or will not understand, so will do it again 
and again causing needless suffering and a great deple- 
tion of our natural wildlife along our beaches here and 
around the world. 

“Tast summer was very busy and a good one. We 
had fewer casualties in the traveling-pet population, 
thanks to many informed pet owners who cared enough 
to take excellent care of their animals while traveling. 
I cannot help but think that progress is being made be- 
cause of our educational efforts to inform the general 
public of the necessity to plan ahead when traveling 
with pets and to be extra careful during the vacation 
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season. People can enjoy a vacation with fewer sad 
moments, if only they prepare well and take care of their 
pets. 

“The evening of November 7, 1967 is one I am not 
likely to forget, for that night I received a call from the 
Harwich police asking if I could come and get an injured 
puppy. It was a terribly stormy night and difficult 
driving, but I picked up the puppy and could see it had 
been badly hurt by someone. The first thing was to get 
our little friend to the veterinarian. So off I went to Dr. 
Schneider’s and there left the puppy to be cared for and 
treated for lacerations, bruises and concussion. 

“T was told that the owner of the puppy, a Harwich 
man, had severely and viciously beaten the puppy. In- 
vestigation proved that this allegation was true and that 
prosecution was warranted. A complaint was issued 
against the man, and when presented in court he was 
found guilty. The court passed sentence and fined him 
one hundred dollars. In addition, under Massachusetts’ 
law, this man is now banned from owning a dog for two 
years. The court gave the League custody of the puppy. 
When he was released from the animal hospital where he 
had been taken for treatment, I was able to place him 
in a new home where he is receiving the love and atten- 


tion he deserves. 

“The first month in our new shelter set a new high 
for our Branch in adoptions, as no less than 46 pets were 
placed in new homes. We are proud of this figure and 
hope and pray that here in our new home we may set 
standards of excellence in pet care for others to follow.” 


Puppy in above story after recovery. 
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RECORD OF ANIMALS HANDLED FOR YEAR ENDING JANUARY 31, 1968 


Horses _— Cattle Sheep Poultry 
& & & & 
Dogs Cats Mules Calves Swine Birds Mise. Total 

Geocteu bywivenie. aren. ce oc UPN Ele sled Cert 8,484 22,208 421 1,270 32,383 
memug nt to Oiees eee ane ee e. acke: co 4,826 6,609 147 367 11,949 
REI. i PN ae Wie cle ws ache es piae saws + Med cite ef 84 2,639 iz 12,543 
SRSA TION SE a ao a Rial tee uae <i: g.> SE ee 3,051 BOL Ulbone eto J09] 43064, 11,677). °1,426 44,783 
Ma OTANGir nt eis Aas css. 2 eee 1,845 7,527 203 164 95/39 
BeOS Pancha mae ay eet ee ss 3 Ky A 163 417 10 590 
meee od Branca £2 ae ee ase es 3c 462 834 + 63 1,363 
Beet, apo mimes | 15,909) 64.3506) 12:452._ 3.4227 (113,450 

Number of Investigations. .... 1,090 Dogs Returned to Owners... .. 960 

PGiScs, WESITOVe ee ers er re 1 Misc. Animals Placed in Homes 482 

Number of Quarantines...... 2,224 Cats Placed in New Homes.... 454 

Dogs Placed in New Homes... 2,760 Cats Returned to Owners...... 217 
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TO OUR FRIENDS 
In making your will kindly 


remember that the corporate 
title of our society is ‘Animal 
Rescue League of Boston’; 
that it was incorporated in 
March, 1899, and has no 
connection with any other 


similar society. 


FORM OF BEQUEST 
follows: 
I give to the Animal Rescue 


League of Boston, the sum of 


dollars (or if prop- 


erty, describe the property). 


The League’s address is: Cor- 
ner Tremont and Arlington 
Streets, Boston, Mass. 02116, 
Information will be given 
gladly. 


7 a vas t 
Lee wile iv aval 
2% 
‘) 
ci OOF » 
ei. ? 
Ort fi aor! 
TW oF d Te ’ a lel ah me j0ye, | . 
; nite bit vl : ) See ithind tleegtt : 
years “ad s ph) OO ty et ; '% 4 ‘ Antele tous: Wi lal - 
Wo: rw f et oe) (he : at ope) i” aS a) © 
rig ve r Mites et / ae eG le Ge 4 els 4 A MAO Av 4 
—— — ee y ecient hse een emateiahin Aaemaey) ttt Ret SY stem Sytner lyse A 
tie 
AG! 3 i jt i 
{ j lay { ; ; » 2 ao i % O yi LM) TT 
. , ee CHAIN VERIO wat) in | 
: “4 a) } : - ie ? i. 
Jf | i h } LT ‘ ; } ' LU ‘ Wi 
' | ‘o : , ¢ 
, ; A ? » med tal » 
f vee MNT AA + Se bia 
f ee) TIA F Ls Ta 
¢ . bir 
tne 7 k } , . ‘ a 
¥ POPS ONAL > QVNTNE » TAREIEE 9 ie 
7 POMS we) j ; } | ‘' 7A Hy a) 
; : > wre ne 
| er | 1) ARRAS RE OE, GE IEG 
5, \ fe y “ae As , . : ah 7 7 
t A ; TiS be My i 7 
. | pale ' | PEO MOM 
Dae en on miny he meme 
. Ce ete Gith-aup ‘heal 
. os) (oh ane en } 
Ae aed hha ae Ag 
Li) BY 2 Lf ight enh ia H 
| 
hy, pmol 
‘ 
‘ { yllals \ 
| | 


Can 


“Daktari”’ 


ls. 


“Be Kind to Animals Week” is scheduled to be celebrated this year the week of May 5th. 
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